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Introduction/Purpose of this document: 
 
The purpose of this resource document is to provide individuals and States and Territories 
interested in better understanding the various pay for prevention programs (PFPs) being 
implemented across the country with relevant information in one consolidated location. 
 
Information being shared was collected from state officials, ASTSWMO presentations, and 
program related webpages. It is the intent of this resource to provide you with program contact 
information, associated web addresses, and brief summaries of each program in an easy-to-
follow format. The PFPs have been reviewed and placed alphabetically by state into the 
following categories for ease of search: 
 

• Loans, Grants, and Reimbursement Programs, 
 

• Incentives Programs, and 
 

• State Led UST Removal Programs. 
 
Although the programs have been categorized based on their format, each one has its own 
unique attributes and provides different benefits. If interested in a specific format, it is 
recommended that each program be reviewed to better understand the various structures, 
funding mechanisms, and implementation methods. 
 
It is expected that as the fuel sources for our vehicles change, and that this document will be 
reviewed and updated accordingly. As state funds adapt to the changing transportation 
landscape, including petroleum storage, this document will be revised to include the new 
programs being implemented and evolve to provide methods for program funding and guidance 
on securing legislative and stakeholder support for PFP implementation. 
 
The Pay for Prevention Resource Document Team would like to thank our fellow Financial 
Responsibility Task Force  members, those individuals who supported the drafting of this 
document by responding to our requests for information, and you for your interest in taking a 
proactive approach to release detection and prevention.  
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Summary 

System 
Removal/Closure 

System 
Replacement 

System 
Upgrades 

Arizona  
For UST removal, UST replacement or modification, UST baseline 
assessment, or suspected release confirmation 

X X X 

California Replacing, removing, or upgrading USTs X X X 

Colorado UST removal X     

Delaware 

Upgrading of UST systems for compliance with 1998 federal release 
prevention requirements 
 
Decommissioning of Stage II vapor recovery controls and UST sump 
upgrades 

    X 

Illinois  Removal of single walled USTs greater than 40 years old X     

Indiana 

Reimbursement for 50% of eligible costs related to qualified UST 
decommissioning or replacement 

      

Iowa Financial assistance of up to $15,000.00 to close regulated USTs X     

Kansas 

Removal and disposal of abandoned tanks located on a property  
 
Removal and replacement of single walled USTs to double walled USTs 

X X   

Louisiana Upgrading of single walled USTs and piping to double walled     X 

Massachusetts 

UST removal and replacement of municipality owned UST system for 
compliance with 1998 federal release prevention requirements 

X X   

Nevada 

Purchase and installation of spill buckets, tank overfill devices, containment 
sumps, and other equipment approved by the Division that is subject to 
periodic testing and may require replacement to prevent a release to the 
environment 

    X 

New Hampshire 

* Financial assistance to income qualified homeowners to upgrade, replace 
or remove their substandard home heating oil tank systems 

X X X 

Pennsylvania 

Pumping out and disposal of regulated product from the tank, cleaning the 
interior of the tank, and if the tank will be put into temporary closure, 
grouting the fill pipe. 

X     

Utah Upgrading, replacing, or permanently closing petroleum storage tanks X X X 

Vermont  UST system removals, replacement, or upgrades X X X 

Washington 

System removal, installation of new infrastructure and infrastructure for 
dispensing alternative fuels 

X X   



 
 

Arizona 
 

Contact Information: 
 Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
 Tiffany Pham 
 (602) 771-2316 
 Pham.Tiffany@AZDEQ.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Leak Prevention:  UST | Leak Prevention | ADEQ (azdeq.gov) 
 

Tank Site Improvement Program: UST | Tank Site Improvement Program | ADEQ 
(azdeq.gov) 
 
Tank Site Improvement Program Statute: View Document (azleg.gov) 

 
Aging USTs & Arizona’s Leak Prevention Programs: PowerPoint Presentation 
(neiwpcc.org) 

 
Summary: 

Tank Site Improvement Program (TSIP) 
 
This program is currently active and uses a prioritization system due to limited 
funding availability. 
 
TSIP provides financial assistance to UST owners, operators and property 
owners of sites with USTs for specific tank site improvements that help prevent 
future costly cleanup activities. By statute, TSIP application funding is subject to 
the availability of monies in the UST revolving fund that have been allocated to 
the program.1 
 
Reimbursement Funding Is Available Up to $300,000 per Facility and Includes: 

• Up to $200,000 per site for UST system replacement or modification  
 

• Up to $40,000 per event for baseline assessments 
 

• Up to $25,000 per tank for UST removal and up to $15,000 per site for 
over-excavation of petroleum contamination, if required  

 

• Up to $20,000 per event for suspected release confirmation sampling 
 

1 Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 49-1071  
  
   
  

mailto:Pham.Tiffany@AZDEQ.gov
https://azdeq.gov/ust/leak-prevention
https://azdeq.gov/node/4290
https://azdeq.gov/node/4290
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/49/01071.htm
https://neiwpcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Yee_Aging-Tanks_9-14-22.pdf
https://neiwpcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Yee_Aging-Tanks_9-14-22.pdf


 
 

California 
 

Contact Information: 
 State Water Resources Control Board - UST Cleanup Fund 
 David Deaton 
 david.deaton@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Replacing, Removing, or Upgrading Underground Storage Tanks (RUST) 
Program: Replacing, Removing, or Upgrading Underground Storage Tanks 
(RUST) Program | California State Water Quality Control Board 
 
RUST Program Regulations: CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
 
RUST Loan Fact Sheet: Fact Sheet (ca.gov) 
 
RUST Grant Fact Sheet: Fact Sheet (ca.gov) 

 
 Summary: 

 Loan Program Overview 
Replacing, Removing, or Upgrading Underground Storage Tanks (RUST) loans 
are available to assist underground storage tank (UST) owners and operators in 
financing up to 100 percent of the costs necessary to upgrade, remove, or 
replace project tanks to comply with Health and Safety Code chapter 6.7 
(commencing with section 25280), section 41954, and implementing regulations.  

 
Applicants that meet the requirements for both a RUST loan and grant may be 
approved a for a RUST project including both grant and loan funding. 
  
Loan Terms 
Low-interest loans are available for between $10,000 and $750,000, for a term of 
10 or 20 years.  

▪ Ten-year loans are secured by a Uniform Commercial Code Financing  
Statement on the business property, assets, and equipment.  
 

▪ Twenty-year loans are secured by a deed of trust on the business 
property and a Uniform Commercial Code Financing Statement on the 
business property, assets, and equipment. 
 

▪ Additional collateral and guarantees may be required to provide sufficient  
security for the loan.  
 

▪ The borrower must pay a loan fee of 2 percent at final loan closing.  
 

▪ Please contact the State Water Board for the current interest rate. 
 

Eligibility Requirements 
Loan applicants must be the UST owner and/or operator and meet all of the 
following requirements:  

mailto:david.deaton@waterboards.ca.gov
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/rust.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/rust.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/docs/rust/rust_regs.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/docs/rust/rust-loan-fact-sheet_04_22.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/docs/rust/rust_grant_fact_sheet_04_22.pdf


 
 

▪ The loan applicant is a small business that employs fewer than 500 full-
time and part-time employees, is independently owned and operated, and 
is not dominant in its field of operation;  
▪ The loan applicant’s principal office and its officers must be domiciled 

in California; 
 
▪ All tanks owned and operated by the loan applicant, with the 

exception of the project tanks, must be in compliance with Health and 
Safety Code chapter 6.7 (commencing with section 25280), section 
41954, and implementing regulations; 

 
▪ The project tanks must be in compliance, or will be in compliance, 

after the completion of the project with Health and Safety Code 
chapter 6.7 (commencing with section 25280), section 41954, and 
implementing regulations; 

 
▪ The loan applicant must be in compliance with the financial 

responsibility requirements specified in Health and Safety Code 
sections 25292.2 and 25299.31 and with subchapter IX (commencing 
with section 6991) of chapter 82 of title 42 of the United States Code 
and regulations implementing that subchapter; and 

 
▪ The loan applicant must provide financial and legal documents 

necessary to demonstrate the ability to repay the loan and availability 
of adequate collateral to secure the loan. 

 
 Grant Program Overview 

Replacing, Removing, or Upgrading Underground Storage Tanks (RUST) grants 
are  available to assist underground storage tank (UST) owners and operators in 
financing up to 100 percent of the costs necessary to upgrade, remove, or 
replace project tanks to comply with Health and Safety Code chapter 6.7 
(commencing with section 25280), section 41954, and implementing regulations. 

 
Applicants that meet the requirements for both a RUST loan and grant may be 
approved a for a RUST project including both grant and loan funding. 

 
Grant Terms 
Grants are available for between $3,000 and $70,000. 
 
A small business may receive multiple RUST grants, but the maximum lifetime 
limit in grant moneys for each small business is $70,000.* 
 
This is not a reimbursement program. Work cannot begin until you have an 
agreement executed by the State Water Board. 
 
* Up to $140,000 in additional RUST grant moneys is available for small 

businesses that meet specified requirements for remote public fueling stations 
for the purpose of removing and replacing a single-walled UST to comply with 
Health and Safety Code section 25292.05. (See Health and Safety Code § 
25299.107(e) for more information.) 

 



 
 

Eligibility Requirements 
Grant applicants must be the UST owner and/or operator and meet all of the 
following requirements: 

▪ The applicant is a small business that employs fewer than 20 full-time 
and part-time employees, is independently owned and operated, and 
is not dominant in its field of operation; 
 

▪ The grant applicant’s principal office and its officers must be domiciled 
in California; 
 

▪ All tanks owned and operated by the loan applicant, with the 
exception of the project tanks, must be in compliance with Health and 
Safety Code chapter 6.7 (commencing with section 25280), section 
41954, and implementing regulations; 

 
▪ The project facility has sold at retail less than 1,500,000 gallons of 

gasoline annually for each of the two years preceding the submission 
of the grant application; 

 
▪ Unless the applicant meets the grant waiver requirements, the project 

facility  meets either of the following: 
 

• The project tanks are in compliance with Health and Safety 
Code chapter 6.7 (commencing with section 25280), section 
41954, and implementing regulations; 

OR 

• All of the following requirements are met: 
o The projects tanks are in compliance with Health and 

Safety Code chapter 6.7 (commencing with section 
25280), section 41954, and implementing regulations; 
 

o The grant applicant submitted the grant application no 
more than 180 days after the applicable regulatory 
agency notified the grant applicant that the project 
tanks are not in compliance with Health and Safety 
Code chapter 6.7 (commencing with section 25280), 
section 41954, or any implementing regulation; 

 
o The project tanks are not currently red tagged pursuant 

to Health and Safety Code section 25292.3; and 
 

o The project facility, at the time of the grant application, 
is not or subject to any enforcement action seeking to 
impose administrative civil liability, civil liability, or 
criminal liability pursuant to Health and Safety Code 
chapter 6.7 (commencing with section 25280), section 
41954, or any implementing regulation, unless the 
underlying violations that are the subject of that 
enforcement action have been corrected. 
 
 



 
 

Grant Waiver 
Grant applicants may be eligible for a waiver from the permit compliance and/or 
retailing gasoline requirements if the project tanks will be removed and will not be 
replaced with new tanks and the applicant does not qualify for a RUST Loan. 

 

Colorado 

 
Contact Information: 
 Colorado Division of Oil and Public Safety Directo 

Mahesh Albuquerque 
(303) 250-2392 
Mahesh.Albuquerque@state.co.us 

 
 Web Address(es): 

Petroleum Storage Tank Fund: Petroleum Storage Tank Fund | CDLE - Division 
of Oil and Public Safety (colorado.gov) 
 

  UST Removal Reimbursement: FINAL Policy 29 - April 2024.docx - Google Docs 
 
 Summary: 

 UST Removal Reimbursement 
Thirty-year warranties are beginning to expire on thousands of USTs across the 
country that were installed to comply with the EPA’s 1988 UST rule. In Colorado, 
almost 30% of the more than 7,100 active USTs are over 30 years old. In an 
effort to reduce the environmental risk posed by an aging tank population, the 
Committee authorizes the use of monies in the Petroleum Storage Tank Fund 
(Fund) to provide reimbursement of UST removal costs. The Committee believes 
this will enable tank owners or operators to proactively make decisions to replace 
or close aging UST’s. 

 
UST removal reimbursement includes the following limitations and requirements per each 

eligible tank: 

• UST(s) installed prior to August 2008:  

Reimbursement is $2 per gallon of UST volume removed, up to a 
maximum of $60,000 per facility. Tanks with the capacity up to 2,000 
gallons would be eligible for a maximum of $4,000. 

• UST(s) installed August 2008 and thereafter: 

Reimbursement is $1 per gallon of UST volume removed, up to a 
maximum of $30,000 per facility. Tanks with the capacity up to 2,000 
gallons would be eligible for a maximum of $2,000. 

• The Division of Oil and Public Safety (OPS) will determine the total UST 
volume removed based on tank registration or other records. 

 

mailto:Mahesh.Albuquerque@state.co.us
https://ops.colorado.gov/PetroleumStorageTankFund
https://ops.colorado.gov/PetroleumStorageTankFund
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pQJ9c-NTRUHH5MLuLB32PvRbK9A1G0sx/edit


 
 

• An owner or operator is limited to up to $1,000,000 in UST removal 
reimbursement per fiscal year. 

 

• The Committee will allocate no more than $4,000,000 per year for UST 
removal reimbursement, subject to available funds. 

 

• Reimbursement of costs that exceed the annual maximum for the owner or 
operator, or the maximum annual allocation by the Committee, will carry over 
to the next fiscal year, and will be subject to the Committee’s annual 
allocation of funds for UST removal reimbursement. 

 

• Reimbursement is only available to owners or operators of active UST 
systems, and property owners with abandoned or orphaned tanks, who are 
eligible to participate in the Fund. 
 

• For the UST(s) removed, the associated piping must be included in the 
removal. All removal work must have been done on or after January 1, 2019. 

 

• The applicant must be in compliance with permanent tank closure 
requirements, including notification and assessment. 

 

• Reimbursement of tank removal costs is not contingent on the presence or 
absence of contamination or precluded by the installation of new USTs on the 
property. 

 

• Application with supporting documentation must be made using a UST 
Removal reimbursement application form, separate from the Petroleum 
Storage Tank Original and Supplemental reimbursement application forms, 
which will be provided on the OPS web page. 

 

• Applications for UST Removal reimbursement must be submitted within 90 
days of tank closure, or within 90 days of March 18, 2019, whichever is later. 

 

• The Committee may terminate this policy with 90 days’ notice, unless shorter 
termination is required due to Fund solvency concerns. 

 
  

Delaware 

 
Contact Information: 

Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, Environmental 
Specialist IV 

 Suzanne Halter 
 (302) 395-2519 
 Suzanne.Halter@delaware.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Financial Assistance Programs: Financial Assistance Programs - DNREC 
(delaware.gov) 

mailto:Suzanne.Halter@delaware.gov
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/waste-hazardous/tanks/financing-options/
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/waste-hazardous/tanks/financing-options/
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/waste-hazardous/tanks/financing-options/


 
 

 
Summary: 

In the past Delaware has managed several programs: 
 

• A low interest loan program was developed in the late 1990’s to assist owners 
with complying with the 1998 upgrade deadline.   

▪ Types of work eligible for financing: 
 
o Removal or abandonment of existing USTs 

 
o Remediation of contamination resulting from a release from a UST 

 
o Upgrading of existing USTs 
 

▪ Application 
o A PLUS loan application must be completed  

 
o A fee of  $250.00 must accompany the application 

 
▪ Loan Terms 

o Minimum loan amount  $ 5,000.00 
 

o Maximum loan amount  $250,000.00 
 

o Loan Terms:  3% interest paid back over a period not to exceed 10 
years 

❖ Payment is made directly to the contractors upon 
completion of the work with the approval of the borrower 
and the Department 
 

❖ The State may advance up to 10% of the loan amount to 
the contractor 

 
▪ Collateral 

o Collateral of sufficient value is required; generally, the property 
where the USTs are located can be used as collateral 
 

o Personal guarantees are required 
 

▪ Closing 
o It is the borrower’s responsibility to pay any costs associated with 

loan closure 
 

o For loans in any amount a fee of .5% must be paid at the time of 
loan closure 

 
▪ Restrictions 

o There are no restrictions on the type or size of business or other 
entity that may apply for a loan 
 



 
 

o The borrower must pay a minimum of 10% of the total project 
costs  

 
o The loan amount must not exceed 90% of the total project cost 

 

• Compliance Assistance Rebate Program (CARP) was created to assist 
owners in decommission Stage II Vapor Recovery controls and UST sump 
upgrades to meet the 2025 deadline. Eligibility requirements included 

▪ Owners of USTs with non-liquid tight sumps 
 

▪ Owners who want to decommission Stage II vapor recovery 
equipment 

 
▪ Owners with no open enforcement actions issued by the Department 

 
▪ Any business enterprise engaged in personal service 

o Less than 50 employees 
 

o Less than $10M in gross receipts 
 

o Not owned or operated by another business. 
 

• The application window for this program was March 15, 2020, through May 
15, 2020. 

 
Neither program elicited a huge response. 

 
Residential Heating Fuel Tank Closure Assistance: 
The Residential Heating Fuel Underground Storage Tank Closure Assistance 
Program was created to perform the removal or closure-in-place of residential 
heating fuel underground storage tank systems of 1,100 gallons or less used to 
store fuel to heat the premises where they are located. 

 
Funds for the program are provided via appropriation from the Hazardous 
Substance Cleanup Act (HSCA) fund. There is limited funding for this program. 
Funding will be allocated based on the order applications are received and 
deemed eligible. 

 
Which tanks are eligible? 

• Tanks in the State of Delaware that are buried below ground and hold 1,100-
gallons or less of heating fuel; and 
 

• Tanks used to store heating fuel to heat buildings on the premises (not for 
storage for the purpose of fuel re-sale); and 

 

• Tanks that have been deemed eligible for the program by the DNREC-TMS 
through an application process. 
 



 
 

This is not a reimbursement program. All work is performed under State of 
Delaware contracts by select DNREC-Certified Underground Storage Tank 
Closure Contractors. 

 
Residential Heating Fuel Tank Closure Assistance: 

 
The Underground Heating Oil Tank Cleanup Reimbursement Program provides 
funds to assist tank owners with eligible environmental cleanup costs resulting 
from releases of heating oil from underground tanks. Reimbursements are 
subject to a $1,000 deductible, which is satisfied by the first $1,000 of eligible 
costs paid by the tank owner. Remaining eligible costs paid by the tank owner 
may be reimbursed up to a maximum of $4,000. For owners of multiple tanks, the 
deductible and reimbursement limit apply on a per tank basis. All reimbursements 
are funded through the Underground Storage Tank Indemnification Fund, and up 
to $750,000 per year is available for this program through December 31, 2027. 

 
FIRST Fund 
The Fund for the Inability to Rehabilitate Storage Tank sites (FIRST Fund) was 
established to assist the Division of Waste and Hazardous Substances in 
addressing the closure and remediation of underground storage tank systems in 
situations where the tank owner or Responsible Party cannot be identified. A site 
must meet specific criteria to be eligible for FIRST Fund financing. Funds are 
provided via appropriation from the Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act (HSCA) 
fund. 
 
Ability to Pay 
Owners and operators who are concerned about their ability to pay for tank 
removal or cleanup of underground aboveground storage tank systems may 
contact the Division. The Division will determine their eligibility for financial 
assistance based on a financial analysis. 

 

Illinois 

 
Contact Information: 
 Chief, Bureau of Land, Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
 Kyle Rominger 
 (217) 524-3974 
 Kyle.Rominger@illinois.gov 
 
 Leaking Underground Storage Tanks Section Manager 
 Mohammed Rahman 
 (217) 415-6306 
 Mohammed.Rahman@illinois.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Leaking Underground Storage Tanks: Leaking Underground Storage Tanks 
(illinois.gov) 

 
Summary: 

mailto:Kyle.Rominger@illinois.gov
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/cleanup-programs/lust.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/cleanup-programs/lust.html


 
 

The Illinois EPA has a proposal to authorize use of Illinois’ UST Fund for 
removing single-walled USTs greater than 40 years old. The proposal would 
remove the USTs at no charge to the owner/operator and is voluntary. Currently, 
there are close to 1400 single-walled USTs over 40 years old still in use in Illinois. 
We hope the proposal will gain traction during the Spring 2024 legislative 
session. 

 

Indiana 

 
Contact Information: 
 Deputy Assistant Commissioner, Office of Land Quality 

Colleen Rennaker 
 CoRennak@IDEM.in.gov 
 
 Tanks Administration and Claims 
 Bobbi Steiff 
 (317) 234-0935 
 RSteiff@IDEM.in.gov. 
 
Web Addresses: 

Excess Liability Trust Fund: IDEM: Storage Tanks: Excess Liability Trust Fund 
(in.gov) 
 
50% Reimbursement for Decommissioning of Reinstallation of USTS 
Announcement: June 22, 2023: ELTF Claim for 50% Reimbursement for 
Decommissioning or Reinstallation of USTS 

 
Summary: 

New statutory revisions to Indiana Code effective July 1, 2023, authorize 
reimbursement from the Petroleum Storage Tank Excess Liability Trust Fund 
(ELTF) for 50% of eligible costs related to qualified UST decommissioning or 
replacement. To be eligible to receive these funds, IDEM must determine that 
decommissioning and/or replacement of a UST is necessary to protect human 
health and the environment considering the age, obsolescence, and level of 
deterioration of the tank.  The statute allows for the reimbursement up to $20 
million each state fiscal year.   

 
This program has received overwhelming interest. To date, IDEM has received 
approximately 163 eligibility applications. IDEM has approved the removal of 443 
USTs/Compartments as well as the reinstallation of 313 UST/Compartments. Of 
those removals, 39 facilities will be decommissioned as UST facilities. 

 
IC 13-23-9-1.7Payment of ELTF claim; cap on expenses paid from ELTF 
     Sec. 1.7. (a) The administrator may pay an ELTF claim for fifty percent (50%) 
of the costs of decommissioning or replacing an underground petroleum storage 
tank, provided that: 

(1) the applicant is the owner of the tank; 
 

mailto:CoRennak@IDEM.in.gov
https://www.in.gov/idem/tanks/regulated-storage-tanks/financial-responsibility/excess-liability-trust-fund/
https://www.in.gov/idem/tanks/regulated-storage-tanks/financial-responsibility/excess-liability-trust-fund/
https://www.in.gov/idem/tanks/files/eltf_announcement_20230621_eltf_reimbursement.pdf
https://www.in.gov/idem/tanks/files/eltf_announcement_20230621_eltf_reimbursement.pdf


 
 

(2) such decommissioning or replacement is necessary, in the judgment of 
the administrator, to protect human health and the environment 
considering the age, obsolescence, and level of deterioration of the tank; 
and 

 

(3) the costs: 
 

(A) are reasonable and cost effective; and 
 

(B) result from or reimburse the claimant for work performed 
decommissioning the tank or replacing the tank with a new tank. 

 

(a) The expenses described in subsection (a) that are paid from the ELTF in a 
state fiscal year may not exceed: 
 

(1) ten million dollars ($10,000,000) each year for claims submitted by 
applicants owning not more than twelve (12) underground petroleum 
storage tanks; 
 

(2) seven million five hundred thousand dollars ($7,500,000) each year for 
claims submitted by applicants owning more than twelve (12) but not 
more than one hundred (100) underground petroleum storage tanks; and 

 

(3) two million five hundred thousand dollars ($2,500,000) each year for 
claims submitted by applicants owning more than one hundred (100) 
underground petroleum storage tanks. 

 

As added by P.L.176-2023, SEC.44. 

 

Iowa 

 
Contact Information: 

Iowa Comprehensive Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Fund Administrator 
 James Gastineau 
 (515) 829-2770 
 James.Gastineau@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
Web Address(es): 

Iowa Comprehensive Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Fund Board: UST 
Fund & Board (iowadnr.gov) 

 
Summary: 

The Iowa UST Fund Program provides financial assistance of up to $15,000 to 
help owners pay for closure of regulated underground storage tanks.     

 
No funding is provided for non-regulated tanks, such as heating oil tanks, or for 
any other prevention tools. 

  

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Underground-Storage-Tanks/UST-Fund-Board
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Underground-Storage-Tanks/UST-Fund-Board


 
 

Kansas 
 

Contact Information: 
 Kansas Department of Health and Environment Administration Section Chief 

Sharon Morgan 
 (785) 296-1684 

Sharon.Morgan@ks.gov 
 
 Web Address(es): 

UST Property Redevelopment Fund – Removal of Abandoned USTs: UST 
Property Redevelopment Fund - Removal of Abandoned USTs | KDHE, KS 
 
UST Property Redevelopment Fund – Removal of Abandoned USTs Overview: 
Overview-PDF (ks.gov) 
 
UST Property Redevelopment Fund - Single Wall to Double Wall UST System: 
UST Property Redevelopment Fund - Single Wall to Double Wall UST System | 
KDHE, KS 
 
UST Property Redevelopment Fund - Single Wall to Double Wall UST System 
Overview: Overview-PDF (ks.gov) 

 
 Summary: 

 Kansas UST Property Redevelopment Trust Fund 
The Kansas Storage Tank Act was amended by Senate Bill 406, effective July 1, 
2012, to provide a reimbursement fund to assist property owners for removal of 
abandoned petroleum UST(s). The new fund allows for reimbursement of 90% of 
the cost up to $25,000 per facility for permanent closure of UST’s. T 
 
The Kansas essential fuels supply trust fund has been designated as the UST 
redevelopment fund. The funds credited may be expended to reimburse eligible 
property owners for allowable expenses for permanent closure of an abandoned 
underground storage tank. The language also allows the Secretary of Health and 
Environment to  conduct the same activities if the owner or operator of the 
underground storage tank has not been indemnified or is unable or unwilling to 
perform permanent closure. K.S.A. 65-34,131. 
 
An abandoned UST must exhibit one or more of the following conditions. 
 

1) Is not in use for more than three months,  
 

2) Does not have a current tank permit issued by the department or  
 

3) Has been temporarily closed, in accordance with department 
guidelines, for more than twelve months.  

 
The definition of property owner, for the purposes of the UST redevelopment 
fund, is a person who owns real property on which an abandoned UST is located.  
 

mailto:Sharon.Morgan@ks.gov
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A property owner is eligible for reimbursement if the property owner had been 
approved by the secretary and the property owner  
 

1) Has never placed petroleum in the UST or withdrawn petroleum from 
the UST,  

2) Is not the United States government or any of its agencies,  
 

3) Is in substantial compliance with the Kansas storage tank act,  
 

4) Provides 30-day notice and access to the department to perform an 
environmental assessment of the site during the UST removal.  

 
In addition, if petroleum contamination is discovered during the environmental 
assessment of the site, the property owner applies to the underground fund to 
perform corrective action to address the contamination. 

 
UST Property Redevelopment Fund - Single Wall to Double Wall UST System 
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) UST 
Redevelopment Program allows for reimbursement of pre-approved costs per 
facility to eligible tank owners for the removal of a single-wall UST system and 
replacement with a secondarily contained UST system. Historically, KDHE 
reimbursed pre-approved costs not to exceed $50,000 per facility for 
replacement work completed between August 2005 and June 30, 2020. Per 
revised Kansas Statutes, KDHE will reimburse pre-approved costs not to exceed 
$100,000 per facility for replacement work effective July 1, 2020, through June 
30, 2030. A maximum of $3,000,000 may be reimbursed per state fiscal year, 
subject to monies available in the UST Redevelopment Fund. 
 
A UST owner can be eligible for reimbursement if:  
 

1) the UST was registered with the department on or after May 1, 1981,  
 

2) the UST system is used for the storage of petroleum products for 
resale and is subject to the environmental assurance fee (K.S.A. 65-
34,117), 

 

3) the owner has been approved by the Secretary of KDHE and is not 
the federal government,  

 

4) the owner replaces all components of a single-wall UST system with a 
secondary containment system,  

 

5) the owner is in substantial compliance with the Kansas Storage Tank 
Act, and  

 

6) the owner provides 30-day notice and access to the department to 
perform an environmental assessment of the site during the UST 
replacement activities.  



 
 

If petroleum contamination is found during replacement of the single-wall tank 
system, the owner must apply to the KDHE UST Trust Fund for reimbursement of 
pre-approved corrective action activities to address the petroleum contamination. 
 
UST owners are encouraged to replace older single-wall UST systems due to 
failure of materials over time, and incompatibility of the system components with 
newer fuels. Permanent closure of USTs is also a viable option. 

 

Louisiana 

 
Contact Information: 
 Underground Storage Tank Division – Senior Scientist 

Samuel Broussard 
 (337) 262-5744 
 Samuel.Broussard@la.gov 
 
 Grant Program Manager 
 Kyle Blanchard 
 (225) 219-3618 
 Kyle.Blanchard@la.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Motor Fuel Trust Fund: Motor Fuel Trust Fund | Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality 

 
UST Grant Program: UST Grant Program | Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality 
 
Underground Storage Tank Grant Program: USTGrantProgramFactSheet.pdf 
(louisiana.gov) 

 
Summary: 

ACT 277 of the 2022 Regular Legislative Session authorized the Department to 
develop a new grant program for Underground Storage Tank (UST) owners to 
upgrade single wall underground storage tank systems.  The ACT allows the 
Department to provide individual grants to UST owners that meet the following 
qualifications: 
 

• The  applicant must be domiciled in Louisiana. 
 

• The applicant's site must be registered with the department as a single wall 
underground storage tank system 

 

• The applicant must be in compliance with and has paid all fees assessed by 
applicable state laws. 

 

• Each eligible applicant may only apply for one grant each year. 
 

Program Overview 
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The Underground Storage Tank Grant Program is available to assist private persons 
or entities in financing the costs necessary for upgrading and/or improving single wall 
underground storage tank systems to the standards outlined in LAC 33:XI.303. 
 
Effective Date  
The Underground Storage Tank Grant Program became effective on January 1, 
2024, and only applies to grant applications that occur on or after January 1, 2024.  
 
 
Eligible Costs  
The following equipment is eligible for reimbursement only when replacing single wall 
underground storage tanks and/or single wall product piping (no other equipment or 
activities are reimbursable):  
 

1. Double wall underground storage tank  
 

2. Double wall product piping  
 

3. Submersible Turbine Pumps (STP) 
  

4. STP Sumps  
 

5. Under Dispenser Containment (UDC) Sumps  
 

6. UST interstitial monitor and sensors  
 

7. Fill ports  
 

8. Shear valves 
 

9. Flex lines 
  

10. Spill prevention equipment  
 

11. Overfill prevention equipment  
 

Grant Funding Terms  
The funding terms of the Grant Program are as follows:  
 
1. The total amount of grants issued per state fiscal year (July 1 – June 30) 

shall not exceed $3,000,000.  
 

2. Grant amounts are available up to a maximum of $150,000 per project 
facility.  

 
3. Eligible applicants may only apply for one grant per state fiscal year (July 

1 – June 30).  
 

4. The grant must be applied only at the Project Facility. 
  



 
 

Massachusetts 
 

Contact Information: 
Executive Director Underground Storage Tank Program Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue 
Gordon Bullard 

 (617) 626-2601 
 BullardGH@DOR.state.ma.us 
 
Web Address(es): 
 Petroleum Product Cleanup Fund: Petroleum Product Cleanup Fund | Mass.gov 
 
Summary: 

Historically, a provision of the state fund statute that was created in 1991 allowed 
for a grant to municipalities to upgrade (i.e. remove/replace) their USTs to comply 
with the 1988 federal/state UST requirements. Specifically, the grant only applied 
to USTs without an acceptable form of leak detection and USTs that did not have 
a spill containment manhole and an overfill prevention device.  Although it is not 
believed that there are any of these USTs still in use today and the Legislature 
has not funded the grant program since 2009 the law remains on the books. 
 
The Massachusetts State Fund Program does offer an indirect 
compliance/prevention incentive. 
 
Participation in the state fund program requires filing an initial application for 
acceptance into the state fund for financial assurance, a renewal application is 
required every 3 years thereafter.  Often the renewal application is prepared by 
and filed by a UST Owner’s consultant(s).  Under the incentive program, if the 
facility is in full compliance with the state’s UST regulations and the Owner is up 
to date on all Fund-related fees, the renewal will happen automatically without 
the Owner’s intervention and need to file a renewal application. The automation 
of the process can save the Owner consultant fees and eliminates the risk of late 
filing and potential gaps in financial assurance coverage. 

 

Nevada 

 
Contact Information: 
 Nevada UST/LUST Bureau of Corrective Actions, Supervisor 

Jonathan McRae, P.E. 
 (775) 687-9376 
 JMcRae@NDEP.nv.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 
 Petroleum Fund: Petroleum Fund | NDEP (nv.gov) 
  

Grant Program for Underground Storage Tank System Upgrades: Grant Program 
for Underground Storage Tank System Upgrades | NDEP (nv.gov) 
 

mailto:BullardGH@DOR.state.ma.us
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Grant Program Legislation: NAC: CHAPTER 445C - ENVIRONMENTAL 
REQUIREMENTS; CLEANUP OF DISCHARGED PETROLEUM (state.nv.us) 

 
Summary: 

To comply with the federal underground storage tank (UST) regulations (40 CFR, 
Part 280) published on July 15, 2015, the Nevada UST program amended state 
regulations NAC 459.9921 through NAC 459.999, inclusive. The amendments 
require all UST owners and operators to implement periodic testing of spill 
buckets, overfill equipment, and/or containment sumps in accordance with 40 
CFR 280.35. This equipment must be tested every three years. If testing fails, 
replacement or repairs of the equipment is required. 
 
Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 445C.310 required the Board to Review Claims 
to adopt regulations needed to administer a Grant Program that will minimize the 
economic burden of compliance with periodic testing requirements for owners 
and operators who have a financial need. The regulations were initially approved 
by the Board to Review Claims on December 14, 2017, and later amended on 
March 10, 2022. The grant program is outlined in state regulations NAC 
445C.320 through NAC 445C.380. 
 
Am I eligible? 
 
Applicants must meet the following requirements to be eligible for a grant for UST 
upgrades: 
 

▪ The storage tank systems requiring upgrades must be registered with 
the state UST program and independently operated and 
owned/leased by the applicant. 
 

▪ The storage tanks must be enrolled in the Petroleum Fund. 
 

▪ The registered applicant or their business must be a small business 
as defined by NAC 445C.210(1)(f): 

 
o Receives $4 million or less in gross annual receipts or total 

income 
 

o Has an annual throughput of 1 million gallons or less of total 
petroleum products sold at the site needing upgrades 

 
o Employs 150 or fewer employees 

 
o Is registered with the Secretary of State and in good standing 

 
▪ The site is in compliance with UST requirements, or a waiver has 

been provided by NDEP’s Administrator that the purchase and 
installation of the storage tank upgrades will result in the operator’s 
compliance with UST requirements. 

 
What is covered? 
 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NAC/NAC-445C.html#NAC445CSec320
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NAC/NAC-445C.html#NAC445CSec320


 
 

The purchase and installation of spill buckets, tank overfill devices, containment 
sumps, and other equipment approved by the Division that is subject to periodic 
testing and may require replacement to prevent a release to the environment. For 
a detailed description of eligible equipment, please review the approved 
Equipment Cost Schedule. The maximum grant award available for each facility 
is $90,000. 
 
How much money is available for the grant program? 
 
The amount of grant money available for UST upgrades will fluctuate annually 
and is dependent upon the amount of money collected by the Petroleum Fund 
throughout the fiscal year, the amount of reimbursement claims paid to claimants 
during that year, and costs associated with other state-lead cleanup projects. 
Based on prior reconciliation of Petroleum Fund expenditures, NDEP estimates 
approximately $2,000,000 will be available year to year for grant awards. If the 
combined amount of money requested by all grant applicants exceeds the money 
available for grant awards, applicants will be prioritized by need. Any applicant 
that is not awarded a grant may apply the following year. 

 

New Hampshire 

 
Contact Information: 

Petroleum Reimbursement Fund Manager 
Jennifer Marts 
(603) 271-2570 
Jennifer.A.Marts@DES.nh.gov 

 
SafeTank Program Manager 
Genevieve Al-Egaily 
(603) 271-3577 
Genevieve.Al-Egaily@DES.nh.gov  
 

 UST Operator Training Specialist 
 Suzanne Picone 
 (603) 419-9284 
 Suzanne.M.Picone@DES.nh.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

New Hampshire Petroleum Reimbursement Fund: Petroleum Reimbursement 
Fund | NH Department of Environmental Services 
 

 SafeTank Program: Heating Oil | NH Department of Environmental Services 
 

Underground Storage Tank Operator Training: Underground Storage Tank 
Operator Training | NH Department of Environmental Services 

 
Summary: 

  SafeTank Program 
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The purpose of the NHDES SafeTank Program is to provide financial assistance 
to income qualified homeowners to upgrade, replace or remove their 
substandard home heating oil tank systems, also known as on-premises-use fuel 
oil (OPUF) tanks. These tanks can be indoor or outdoor aboveground storage 
tank systems or underground tank systems that are not subject to NHDES 
regulations (i.e. neither Env-Or 300 "Aboveground Petroleum Storage Facilities" 
nor Env-Or 400 "Underground Storage Tank Facilities”).  

 
The program can reimburse up to $3,300 to upgrade or remove and replace an 
aboveground home heating oil storage tank and up to $2,500 to remove an 
underground home heating oil tank. For most SafeTank projects, the tank 
installation or removal professionals are reimbursed directly for upgrade or 
replacement work that is pre-approved by NHDES, relieving the homeowner from 
paying the contractors and waiting for reimbursement from the SafeTank 
program. 
 
If a release does occur from a tank system, the New Hampshire Petroleum 
Reimbursement Fund (Fund) provides reimbursement of costs incurred for 
NHDES-required clean-up for eligible OPUF owners who do not have private 
insurance coverage. To be eligible for reimbursement through the Fund, a 
homeowner’s tank must be in compliance with all federal, state and local rules 
and regulations, which include the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
31 standards and NHDES’ "Best Management Practices for the Installation and 
Upgrading of On-Premises-Use Heating Oil Tanks," 2008 edition. 

 
 Underground Storage Tank Operator Training/Outreach 

NHDES has developed an online certification program that is available to both 
new and recertifying UST operators. There is no application fee for the exam and 
training modules. In-person classes remain suspended at this time. UST 
Operator Training program prior to the pandemic was offered for free, in-person, 
monthly. 
 
Circa 2015 with the single-walled tank deadline approaching, staff had the 
opportunity to communicated with facility owners prior to updated regulations 
taking effect. Points of discussion included the potential increases in equipment 
prices and contractor availability decreasing as the deadline approached and 
demand for services increased. Although not specifically calculated, it is believed 
that outreach programs like this generated costs savings for owner/operators and 
increased positive communication with stakeholders.  

 

Pennsylvania 

 
Contact Information: 
 Pennsylvania Insurance Department - Claims 

Amy Forbes-Witt  
(717) 886-2075 
AForbesWit@pa.gov 

   
Web Address(es):   

https://www.des.nh.gov/business-and-community/loans-and-grants/petroleum-reimbursement-fund
https://www.des.nh.gov/business-and-community/loans-and-grants/petroleum-reimbursement-fund
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Financial Assistance: Financial Assistance (pa.gov)  
 

  Pump and Plug: Pump and Plug Program 
 

Underground Heating Oil Tank Cleanup Reimbursement Program: Heating Oil 
Cleanup Reimbursement (pa.gov) 

 
Summary:  

Up to $350,000 per year may be available for the Pollution Prevention Grant 
Fund. Grants are issued to eligible tank owners of underground storage tanks to 
accomplish the following activities: 
 
• Pumping out and disposal of regulated product from the tank 

 
• Cleaning the interior of the tank 
 
• If the tank will be put into temporary closure, grouting the fill pipe. 

 
This pertains to underground storage tanks regulated pursuant to Act 32 of 1989 
(as amended) which have not been upgraded to comply with technical 
requirements of federal and state regulations. 

 

Utah 

 
Contact Information: 
 Environmental Assurance Program Cleanup Section Manager 

Mike Pecorelli 
 (385) 391-8156 
 MPecorelli@utah.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Environmental Assurance Program: Environmental Assurance Program - Utah 
Department of Environmental Quality 
 
Petroleum Storage Tank Loan Program: Petroleum Storage Tank Loan Program - 
Utah Department of Environmental Quality 

 
ASTSWMO Tanks Conference Presentation: Overview of AYP (astswmo.org) 

 
Summary 

PST Fund Loan Program  

• Created in 1995 to assist with the 1998 upgrade requirements. 
 

• Loans can be made for a maximum of 80% of the cost of the work, up to 
$300,000 per facility or $100,000 per tank, if you have fewer than three tanks. 

 

• The interest rate on loans made after July 1, 2014, is 0%. 
 

• Acceptable security is required for loans greater than $30,000. 
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• Over the history of the program have made 213 Loans for a total of just over $8.2 
Million. 

 
▪ 72 Facilities/223 tanks: Full system removal and replacement 

 
▪ 108 Facilities/361 tanks: System upgrades (piping, containment, ATG, 

lining, cathodic protection, etc.) 
 

▪ 33 Facilities/101 tanks: Permanent Closure 
 
Changes to the Utah PST Fund 

• In 2014 the Utah Legislature made the following changes to our state fund: 
▪ Increased the Environmental Assurance Fee from .5 cent to .65 cent per 

gallon 
 

▪ Authorized up to 40% of the surcharge collected to be rebated to owners 
of “low risk USTs” 

 
▪ Required Utah DEQ to make rules to establish the risk model and the 

rebate schedule 
 
 

Risk Defined: 

• Risk is the possibility that an action may turn out badly (all actions have risk) 
 

• Risk assessment is a tool used to manage risk and control undesirable results 
 

• Any action’s risk is made of 2 parts: 
 

▪ The likelihood that bad things will happen 
 
▪ The impact the bad thing will have 

 

• Risk is managed by controlling either how probable or how severe negative 
outcomes are 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Risk Factors: 
 

Likelihood Severity 
Spill Prevention Drinking Water Protection Zones 

Under Dispenser Containment Depth to Groundwater 
Tank Top Containment Soil Texture 

Overfill Prevention Population Density 
Piping Modifications Distance to Point of Diversion 

Piping Material Compliance Points 
Tank Modifications Tank Material 

Tank Material Distance to Nearest Stream 
Age of Tank Distance to Nearest Lake 

 Within a Wetland 
 Age of Tank 
 Aquifer Access Zone 
 Water Quality 
 Current Open LUST 
 Current Closed LUST 

 



 
 

Risk Model for the Rebate (Likelihood) =  

𝑹 =
𝚺(𝑾𝒊 ∗ 𝑷𝒊)

𝟓 ∗  𝚺𝑾𝒊
 

 

 
 

Rebate Priorities: 

• Lower the PST Fund’s risk exposure. 
 

• Revenue neutral for the PST Fund: Does not give back more than the increase in the 
surcharge brings in. 

 

• Have risk tiers that can be attained by upgrading various components of the UST 
system. 

 
Surcharge Rebate Schedule: 



 
 

Vermont 
 

Contact Information: 
Hazardous site manager & Brownfields Program, Rules & Procedures Program 
Lead 
Lynda Provencher 

 (802) 249-5562 
Lynda.Provencher@vermont.gov 

 
 Loan Assistance Program: 
 Michael Nahmias 
 (802) 522-4595 
 michael.nahmias@vermont.gov 
 
 Heating Oil Financial Assistance with UST Removal 
 Sue Thayer 
 (802) 522-0487 
 Susan.Thayer@vermont.gov 
 
 Heating Oil Financial Assistance with AST Removal 
 Kristin Schultz 
 (802) 522-0071 
 Kristin.Schultz@vermont.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

UST Loan Assistance Program: UST Loan Assistance Program | Department of 
Environmental Conservation (vermont.gov)  

 
Financial Assistance Program for Residential Heating Oil Tank 
Removal/Replacement: Financial Assistance Program for Residential Heating Oil 
Tank Removal/Replacement | Department of Environmental Conservation 
(vermont.gov) 

 
Summary: 

  UST Loan Assistance Program: 
If you have taken or intend to take your UST system out-of-service with the 
intention of upgrading, replacing, or removing it, the Storage Tanks Section wants 
you to be aware of the financial assistance offered through the UST Loan 
Assistance Program. Owners of fewer than five facilities in Vermont are eligible 
for 10-year, interest-free loans of up to $150,000 for these types of projects. For 
owners of five or more facilities, there is a fixed interest rate of 2%. The program 
is financed by the Petroleum Cleanup Fund (PCF) and has been operating since 
1990. If you have questions about the Vermont UST Loan Program, please refer 
to the contact information at the bottom of this page. 

 
 Vermont UST Loan Program: 
 UST Facility Operators are eligible for loans for: 

• UST System Removal 
 

• UST System Replacement 

mailto:Lynda.Provencher@vermont.gov
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• UST System Upgrade 
 

• Loans are available for up to $150,000 with a 0% interest rate if the operator 
owns less than 5 facilities in the State. If the operator owns 5 or more 
facilities, interest rate is 2%. 

o Loan terms have a maximum of 10 years 
 

o Loans must be paid back at the time of the sale of the property (if sale 
occurs before end of loan term) 

 
o Payment frequency is negotiable (monthly, quarterly, annually, etc.) 

 
o The loans are made from the Vermont Petroleum Cleanup Fund 

(PCF) and repayments are returned to the Vermont PCF 
  

 Statute establishing the UST Loan program:  
 10 V.S.A. § 1944 Underground Storage Tank Loan Assistance Program 
  

(b) The Secretary may make individual loans of up to $150,000.00 for: 
 
(1) the replacement or removal of category one tanks used for the storage 

of petroleum products. These loans shall be made from the Motor 
Fuel Account; 

 
(2) the removal, or the replacement or improvement, or both, of piping, 

tank-top sumps, and other components of the secondary containment 
and release detection systems of category one tanks, for the purpose 
of reducing the likelihood of a release of regulated   substance to the 
environment. These loans shall be made from the Motor Fuel 
Account; 

 
(3) the removal, replacement, or upgrade of an underground or 

aboveground storage tank used for the storage of petroleum products 
for the purpose of reducing the likelihood of a release of petroleum 
into the environment. These loans shall be made from the Motor Fuel 
Account or Heating Fuel Account depending upon the use or contents 
of the tank. 

  
     (b) Loans shall be made to the person who owns the existing motor fuel tanks 

or will own the new motor fuel tanks. Loans will be in accordance with 
terms and conditions established by the Secretary that shall include 
requirements that: 

 
(1) loans be made only for the costs associated with the replacement or 

removal of an underground motor fuel storage tank or    improvement 
of piping and ancillary equipment used for the storage of petroleum 
products and associated facilities with a tank and facilities conforming 
to the requirements of this chapter; 

 
(2) loans be secured by means satisfactory to the Secretary; 



 
 

(3) proposed projects comply with all planning, zoning, laws, and 
regulation of the municipality where they are located and of the State  
of Vermont;  
 

(4) loans have a satisfactory maturity date, in no case later than ten years 
from the date of the loan. The Secretary may, upon a showing of 
financial hardship by the person who took out the loan, extend the 
maturity date for not more than an additional five years. 

 
 Storage Tank Removal/Replacement Program: 

Financial Assistance Program for Residential Heating Oil Tank Removal / 
Replacement: 
 
Financial assistance through the Petroleum Cleanup Fund (PCF) may be 
available to owners of single-family residences, including mobile homes, that 
have either underground or aboveground oil storage tanks that are used solely 
for on-premises heating. Funding is for low-income Vermont homeowners to 
close, replace, or upgrade the tank or replace their heating fuel system with 
advanced wood heat or a heat pump in order to provide heat to a non-
commercial property in Vermont. The financial assistance program has limited 
funding, with total expenditures not to exceed $500,000 per fiscal year. The goal 
of the financial assistance program is to assist low-income homeowners in 
Vermont with replacing tanks which otherwise might leak, possibly causing 
adverse impacts to the environment. In many cases, funds are prioritized for the 
lowest income applicants who otherwise would not have the financial resources 
to accomplish tank replacement. Environmental risk and household income are 
the two main considerations for allocation of funds, as set forth in 10 V.S.A. § 
1941 (h). 
 
Please be aware that commercial or nonprofit organizations may be able to 
receive a loan through the Vermont Community Loan Fund (VCLF). If you are not 
receiving financial assistance from the program, the Vermont Fuel Dealer’s 
Association (VFDA) offers rebates, independent of income, for anyone who 
replaces their existing, non-compliant aboveground storage tank with a new one. 
For more information, visit the VFDA rebate webpage. Please note that tank 
owners may only receive funding from one of these programs. 

 
USTs 
An underground storage tank (UST) is a tank containing #2 fuel oil that is buried 
on the property. Note that tanks in the basement are regulated as aboveground 
storage tanks (see below). Applications for financial assistance in fiscal year 
2024 for the removal or replacement of USTs started July 1, 2023. Applicants will 
receive written notice whether financial assistance is being awarded after this 
date. Work done before this date will not be funded by fiscal year 2024 funds. 
Please be aware that residential USTs that are in use are not required to be 
removed. However, if the UST is out of service for more than one year, it needs 
to be removed. If removal is not an option (e.g., due to a structure over the tank), 
in-place closure is allowable. 

 
 
 



 
 

ASTs 
An aboveground storage tank (AST) means any tank, other than a buried UST 
(see above), containing heating fuel (i.e., #2 oil or kerosene). Refer to the 
Residential AST Removal/Replacement Program webpage for more information 
on removal. 
 

Washington 

 
Contact Information: 
 Deputy Director at Washington State Pollution Liability Insurance Agency 
 Cassandra García 
 (360) 407-0512 

Cassandra.Garcia@PLIA.wa.gov 
 
UST Loan and Grant Program Coordinator 
Jamie Hays 
Jamie.Hays@PLIA.wa.gov 

 
 Web Address(es): 
  PLIA: About PLIA - The Pollution Liability Insurance Agency (wa.gov) 
 

UST Loan and Grant Program: UST Loan and Grant Program - The Pollution 
Liability Insurance Agency (wa.gov)  
 
Program Guidance: PLIA_LG_Guidance_Rev.9_92020.pdf (wa.gov) 
 
Program Flow: Program Flow Bubbles Final (wa.gov) 

 
 Summary: 

PLIA assists UST owners and operators with the costs to install new infrastructure, 
retrofit existing infrastructure, close an underground storage tank, or cleanup 
facilities contaminated by a petroleum release. The Program is managed by PLIA in 
partnership with the Department of Health (DOH). PLIA receives applications, 
conducts assessments, provides technical advice, assists in evaluating financial 
options, lends the funds, manages the loan accounts, and oversees remediation. 
DOH completes financial assessments of applicants and makes lending 
recommendations to PLIA. Program funds are offered through low-interest loans 
which are paid back to PLIA. Program grants do not need to be paid back to PLIA, 
however, these are only offered for very specific site situations. RCW 70A.345.030 
authorizes PLIA to fund up to two million dollars ($2,000,000) for a single UST 
facility. This funding is secondary to a site owner’s or operator’s other financial 
sources and insurance coverage. Funds can only be used for eligible work activities 
such as:  
 

▪ Removal and replacement of contaminated soils; 
 

▪ Equipment removal and installation; and  
 

▪ Remedial actions to reduce threats to groundwater. 
 

mailto:Cassandra.Garcia@PLIA.wa.gov
https://plia.wa.gov/about-plia/
https://plia.wa.gov/ust-loan-and-grant-program/
https://plia.wa.gov/ust-loan-and-grant-program/
https://plia.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PLIA_LG_Guidance_Rev.9_92020.pdf
https://plia.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/LGProgam-Flow_061219.pdf


 
 

Process 
After receiving a completed application and being accepted into the program, PLIA 
meets with you to discuss project goals. A grant award of up to $150,000 is available 
for each accepted site to conduct a Preliminary Planning Assessment (PPA). A PLIA-
assigned consultant conducts the PPA by gathering technical data and developing 
project cost estimates. A financial offer is presented after PPA completion and review. 
The financial award amount is based on underwriting determination. Applicants 
agree to use all funds under their financial assurance, including insurance funds from 
PLIA’s UST reinsurance program, prior to receiving program funding. 

 
The money spent on a PPA is always a grant, but after the PPA is done participants 
are  offered a combination of funding that usually includes a loan based on the 
participant’s ability to pay and a deferred payment option we refer to as “PLIA-led” 
funding for the remainder of the project costs. Project costs must be pre-approved to 
qualify for payment which is usually made directly to the contractor.



 
 

Incentive Programs



 
 

Colorado 
 

Contact Information: 
 Colorado Division of Oil and Public Safety Directo 

Mahesh Albuquerque 
(303) 250-2392 
Mahesh.Albuquerque@state.co.us 

 
 Web Address(es): 

Petroleum Storage Tank Fund: Petroleum Storage Tank Fund | CDLE - Division 
of Oil and Public Safety (colorado.gov) 

   
  Senate Bill 23-280: 2023a_280_signed.pdf (colorado.gov) 
 
 Summary: 

 Senate Bill 23-280 

• Extended use of PST Fund monies to fund inspections and tanks program 
administration. 
 

• Allows Director in consultation with PSTC to use a percent reduction instead 
of standard $10,000 deductible for reimbursement. 

 

• Opportunity to reward owners with small cleanups and incentivize efficient 
closures. 

 

• Opportunity to dis-incentivize costly cleanups. 
 

Massachusetts 

 
Contact Information: 

Executive Director Underground Storage Tank Program Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue 
Gordon Bullard 

 (617) 626-2601 
 BullardGH@DOR.state.ma.us 
 
Web Address(es): 
 Petroleum Product Cleanup Fund: Petroleum Product Cleanup Fund | Mass.gov 
 
Summary: 

Historically, a provision of the state fund statute that was created in 1991 allowed 
for a grant to municipalities to upgrade (i.e. remove/replace) their USTs to comply 
with the 1988 federal/state UST requirements. Specifically, the grant only applied 
to USTs without an acceptable form of leak detection and USTs that did not have 
a spill containment manhole and an overfill prevention device.  Although it is not 
believed that there are any of these USTs still in use today and the Legislature 
has not funded the grant program since 2009 the law remains on the books. 
 

mailto:Mahesh.Albuquerque@state.co.us
https://ops.colorado.gov/PetroleumStorageTankFund
https://ops.colorado.gov/PetroleumStorageTankFund
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2023a_280_signed.pdf
mailto:BullardGH@DOR.state.ma.us
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/petroleum-product-cleanup-fund


 
 

The Massachusetts State Fund Program does offer an indirect 
compliance/prevention incentive. 
 
Participation in the state fund program requires filing an initial application for 
acceptance into the state fund for financial assurance, a renewal application is 
required every 3 years thereafter.  Often the renewal application is prepared by 
and filed by a UST Owner’s consultant(s).  Under the incentive program, if the 
facility is in full compliance with the state’s UST regulations and the Owner is up 
to date on all Fund-related fees, the renewal will happen automatically without 
the Owner’s intervention and need to file a renewal application. The automation 
of the process can save the Owner consultant fees and eliminates the risk of late 
filing and potential gaps in financial assurance coverage. 

 

North Dakota 

 
Contact Information: 
 Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Fund Program Manager 
 Duane Sandvick 
 (701) 328-5191 

DSandvick@nd.gov  
 
Web Address(es): 

Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Fund: Petroleum Tank Release 
Compensation Fund - Office of Director - North Dakota Department of 
Environmental Quality 

  
Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Fund Tank Classification Tables: 
PTRCF-Memo-Registration_2023-24_Regsitration-Changes_Final_20221130.pdf 
(nd.gov) 

 
Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Fund - N.D. Admin. Code Article 33.1-12: 
nd1.ac_web (ndlegis.gov) 

 
Summary: 

The North Dakota Fund offers an incentive for UST owner/operator annual 
registration fees reductions based on the type of UST they operate. All owners or 
operators of aboveground or underground petroleum storage tanks in North 
Dakota are required to register their tanks with the Fund and pay an annual 
registration fee of $150 - $300 for each aboveground tank and $150 - $300 for 
each underground tank depending on the risk classification category of the tank.  
 

https://deq.nd.gov/Director/PTRCF/
https://deq.nd.gov/Director/PTRCF/
https://deq.nd.gov/Director/PTRCF/
https://deq.nd.gov/Director/PTRCF/PTRCF_Tank_Classification_Table.pdf
https://deq.nd.gov/Director/PTRCF/PTRCF_Tank_Classification_Table.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/33.1-12-01.pdf


 
 

 
The Annual Fee is per tank and is the Fund’s only source of revenue. 
 
 

Tennessee 

 
Contact Information: 
 Division of Underground Storage Tanks, Central Office Deputy Director 

Kate Harper 
 (615) 707-0469 
 Kate.M.Harper@tn.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Fund Eligibility and Reimbursement: Fund Eligibility and Reimbursement (tn.gov) 
 
Rules of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation: 
0400-18 - Environment and Conservation Division of Underground Storage Tanks 
(tnsosfiles.com) 

  
 Summary: 

Effective June 15, 2021, all fund eligible releases will be entitled to reimbursement 
from the fund; however, an owner or operator’s compliance history will now determine 
the amount of the fund deductible. The deductible was lowered from $20,000 to 
$5,000 for sites in compliance with the UST Program rules, while those sites in 
noncompliance will incur a deductible of $10,000, $20,000, or $30,000 depending on 
the severity of the violations. 

 
Violations that impact the deductible amount are identified in Rule 0400-18-01-
.09(6)(b)7.  To determine the applicable deductible amount, a tank owner or operator 

mailto:Kate.M.Harper@tn.gov
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ust/release/fund-eligibility-reim.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0400/0400-18/0400-18.htm
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0400/0400-18/0400-18.htm
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/environment/ust/doc/release/ust_fund_violations.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/environment/ust/doc/release/ust_fund_violations.pdf


 
 

or petroleum site owner is required to submit documentation demonstrating 
compliance. Division personnel will also conduct an inspection to confirm compliance. 

 

Criteria Percent Reduction 

Double Wall Tank(s) Installed Before July 
24, 2007 

10% 

Secondary Containment Chase Piping 
Enclosing Fiberglass Primary Piping or 
Flexible Plastic Piping with Containment 
Sumps at Piping Joints Installed Before July 
24, 2007 

10% 

Containment Sumps at Submersible 
Turbine Pumps Installed Before July 24, 
2007 

10% 

Containment Sumps under Dispensers 
Installed Before July 24, 2007 

10% 

Continuous In-Tank Leak Detection System 10% 

Double Wall Spill Bucket(s) with Interstitial 
Monitoring 

10% 

 
Deductible criteria can be found in Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. Rule 0400-18-01-
.09(6)(d)   

  
 

Utah 

 
Contact Information: 
 Environmental Assurance Program Cleanup Section Manager 

Mike Pecorelli 
 (385) 391-8156 
 MPecorelli@utah.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Environmental Assurance Program: Environmental Assurance Program - Utah 
Department of Environmental Quality 
 
Petroleum Storage Tank Loan Program: Petroleum Storage Tank Loan Program - 
Utah Department of Environmental Quality 

 
ASTSWMO Tanks Conference Presentation: Overview of AYP (astswmo.org) 

 
Summary 

PST Fund Loan Program  

• Created in 1995 to assist with the 1998 upgrade requirements. 
 

• Loans can be made for a maximum of 80% of the cost of the work, up to 
$300,000 per facility or $100,000 per tank, if you have fewer than three tanks. 

 

• The interest rate on loans made after July 1, 2014, is 0%. 
 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/environment/ust/doc/policy-guide-doc/final/guide/ust_finalized-rule-0400-18-01-09.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0400/0400-18/0400-18-01.20210615.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0400/0400-18/0400-18-01.20210615.pdf
mailto:MPecorelli@utah.gov
https://deq.utah.gov/environmental-response-and-remediation/environmental-assurance-program
https://deq.utah.gov/environmental-response-and-remediation/environmental-assurance-program
https://deq.utah.gov/environmental-response-and-remediation/petroleum-storage-tank-loan-program
https://deq.utah.gov/environmental-response-and-remediation/petroleum-storage-tank-loan-program
https://astswmo.org/files/Meetings/2023/tanks/Presentations/D1-B1-S2-Woerth_Neidich_Nahmias.pdf


 
 

• Acceptable security is required for loans greater than $30,000. 
 

• Over the history of the program have made 213 Loans for a total of just over $8.2 
Million. 

 
▪ 72 Facilities/223 tanks: Full system removal and replacement 

 
▪ 108 Facilities/361 tanks: System upgrades (piping, containment, ATG, 

lining, cathodic protection, etc.) 
 

▪ 33 Facilities/101 tanks: Permanent Closure 
 
Changes to the Utah PST Fund 

• In 2014 the Utah Legislature made the following changes to our state fund: 
▪ Increased the Environmental Assurance Fee from .5 cent to .65 cent per 

gallon 
 

▪ Authorized up to 40% of the surcharge collected to be rebated to owners 
of “low risk USTs” 

 
▪ Required Utah DEQ to make rules to establish the risk model and the 

rebate schedule 
 
 

Risk Defined 

• Risk is the possibility that an action may turn out badly (all actions have risk) 
 

• Risk assessment is a tool used to manage risk and control undesirable results 
 

• Any action’s risk is made of 2 parts: 
 

▪ The likelihood that bad things will happen 
 
▪ The impact the bad thing will have 

 

• Risk is managed by controlling either how probable or how severe negative 
outcomes are 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Risk Factors: 

 
Likelihood Severity 

Spill Prevention Drinking Water Protection Zones 
Under Dispenser Containment Depth to Groundwater 

Tank Top Containment Soil Texture 
Overfill Prevention Population Density 

Piping Modifications Distance to Point of Diversion 
Piping Material Compliance Points 

Tank Modifications Tank Material 
Tank Material Distance to Nearest Stream 
Age of Tank Distance to Nearest Lake 

 Within a Wetland 
 Age of Tank 
 Aquifer Access Zone 
 Water Quality 
 Current Open LUST 
 Current Closed LUST 

 



 
 

Risk Model for the Rebate (Likelihood) 

𝑹 =
𝚺(𝑾𝒊 ∗ 𝑷𝒊)

𝟓 ∗  𝚺𝑾𝒊
 

 

 
 

Rebate Priorities: 

• Lower the PST Fund’s risk exposure. 
 

• Revenue neutral for the PST Fund: Does not give back more than the increase in 
the surcharge brings in. 

 

• Have risk tiers that can be attained by upgrading various components of the UST 
system. 

 
Surcharge Rebate Schedule: 

 
 
 



 
 

State Led UST Removal Programs



 
 

Arizona 
 

Contact Information: 
 Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
 Tiffany Pham 
 (602) 771-2316 
 Pham.Tiffany@AZDEQ.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Leak Prevention:  UST | Leak Prevention | ADEQ (azdeq.gov) 
 

UST State Lead Noncorrective Action Program: UST | State Lead Noncorrective 
Action Program | ADEQ (azdeq.gov) 
 
UST State Lead Noncorrective Action Program Statute: View Document 
(azleg.gov) 

 
Aging USTs & Arizona’s Leak Prevention Programs: PowerPoint Presentation 
(neiwpcc.org) 

 
Summary:  

  UST State Lead Noncorrective Action Program 
 

This program is currently inactive due to limited budget availability. 
 

In 2015, legislation expanded the abilities of ADEQ’s State Led Program to 
conduct three types of “noncorrective” actions. ADEQ’s State Lead Program will 
be responsible for hiring and overseeing qualified professionals needed to 
perform the actions. Noncorrective actions in the State Lead Program include1 

 

• Underground Storage Tank (UST) permanent closure  
 

• Confirmation of suspected releases  
 

• Baseline assessments 
 

Eligible applicants include UST owners, operators and property owners. An 
applicant may request more than one type of action for the UST facility. 
Participation requires the State Led Program to have permission from the current 
property owner to conduct the work. The law authorizes ADEQ to prioritize 
applications based on site-specific criteria related to risk and the financial ability 
of the applicant to conduct the action with their own monies. The program is 
subject to the availability of monies allocated from the UST revolving fund. 

 
1 In accordance with Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) § 49-1017.02  

  

mailto:Pham.Tiffany@AZDEQ.gov
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Wisconsin 
 
Contact Information: 
 Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
 Jason Lowry 
 (608) 228-4737 
 Jason.Lowry@wisconsin.gov 
 
Web Address(es): 

Petroleum Contamination and Leaking Underground Storage Tanks: Petroleum 
contamination and leaking underground storage tanks | | Wisconsin DNR 
 
Authority for Abandoned Tank System Removal Program: Wisconsin Legislature: 
292.64 

 
Summary: 

The abandoned tank removal program was created in 2009 Wisconsin Act 28 to 
pay for the removal of underground petroleum storage tank systems if the tank is 
abandoned and the owner of the system is unable to pay for the removal. The 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) contracts with a contractor certified by 
the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) under 
the tank registration program to remove identified tanks. The program is provided 
$100,000 annually from the segregated (SEG) petroleum inspection fund, in a 
separate appropriation. The program pays for costs to:  
 

(a) empty, clean, remove, and dispose of an underground petroleum 
product storage tank system;  
 

(b) assess the tank site to determine whether there is petroleum 
contamination at the site; and  

 
(c) backfill the excavation. 

  
When DNR incurs costs at a site, the Department records a lien for the costs with 
the Register of Deeds in the county where the site is located, which remains on 
the property until the amount is repaid to DNR  

 

mailto:Jason.Lowry@wisconsin.gov
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