
NDEP UST INSPECTION PROTOCOL 

Preparation 

 

1. Contact owner/operator 1-7 days prior to inspection to inform them of inspection. 

2. Request that required records (leak detection, corrosion protection , operator 

training, etc.) be made available during inspection 

3. Review file for previous inspection report and follow up documentation/records. 

4. Review electronic site photos from previous inspections if available. 

 

Physical Inspection 

 

1. Safety: Assess the site for safety concerns on arrival.  Use vehicle to block 

inspection area if possible.  In traffic areas wear high visibility clothing/vest.  Use 

traffic cones to block work area.  Steel toe footwear highly recommended when 

lifting lids.  Be aware of your surroundings. 

2. Confirm that the number, general description, location and approximate size of 

the regulated UST’s at the site match records. 

3. Determine if tanks are in use, temporarily out of use or permanently closed. 

4. Visually inspect fill pipes for the presence and condition of spill buckets or some 

other spill control method. 

5. Visually inspect fill pipes for overfill prevention devices (flapper valves), if not 

present confirm the presence of an overfill alarm that is audible at the fill pipe, 

otherwise try to confirm from installation records or observation that a ball float 

vent valve is in place. 

6. Remove turbine/piping sump lid above each tank and confirm tank’s material of 

construction if tank top is visible. 

7. Inspect containment sumps (if installed) for fuel leaks, water intrusion, and 

overall condition. 

8. Check for presence and proper installation of sump liquid sensors if applicable. 

9. Piping is usually visible in the turbine area; confirm main piping material of 

construction.  Check for metal piping components (flex, fittings, etc) that may be 

in contact with soil. 

10. Confirm that an ALLD (automatic line leak detector) is present on pressurized 

systems. 

11. Remove cover at each dispenser and check for signs of fuel leakage, metal-soil 

contact, and general condition of the sump/pan (if installed). 

12. Confirm that impressed current cathodic protection is operational (if installed).  

13. Take facility photos if time allows (particularly if there are compliance issues). 

 

Records Review: 

 

1. Determine method of monthly tank release detection. 

2. Review last 12 months of tank release detection records. 

3. Determine method of piping release detection. 

4. Review last 12 months of piping release detection records or verify passing line 

tightness test was performed within last 12 months. 

5. Review passing ALLD test performed within last 12 months (pressurized piping). 

6. Review 3 year test of cathodic protection (if installed). 

7. Review 60 day check of impressed current cathodic protection (if installed). 



NDEP UST INSPECTION PROTOCOL 

Energy Policy Act Requirements: 

 

1. Verify a Class A, Class B, and Class C operator has been designated for the site. 

2. Review the Class A and Class B operator training certificate. Training must have 

been provided by a NDEP approved trainer. 

3. For underground tanks or product piping that has been installed or replaced on or 

after July 1, 2008, secondary containment applies: 

a. The tank or product line must be double-wall or secondarily contained. 

b. The interstitial/secondary space must be monitored (e.g. sensor or visual 

inspection documented with a written log). 

c. Interstitial monitoring must occur every 30 days. 

4. For installation of new dispensers or replaced dispensers that require replacement 

of connections to product piping after July 1, 2008, under dispenser containers 

(UDC) must be present. Verify the following: 

a. UDCs are liquid-tight on all sides and bottom. 

b. The UDCs are monitored with a sensor or visually inspected and logged. 

c. UDC monitoring occurs every 30 days. 

5. Verify that USTs that have previously been red tagged remain red tagged. Check 

the fill location(s). The “No Fuel Delivery” bags should be over the fill pipe with 

blue seals in place and intact. A red tag warning label should be affixed to the 

“No Fuel Delivery” bag(s). 

 

Education / Communication 

 

1. Ask site contact (owner, operator or manager if available) if there have been any 

problems / changes since last inspection. 

2. Review applicable requirements with contact. 

3. Review violations/issues with contact. 

 

Documentation 

 

1. Complete inspection report form. Provide copy to facility contact. 

2. Update the UST-FITS database upon return to the office. 

3. Complete an SOC checklist for quarterly reporting. 

4. Write informal notice of noncompliance or no further action letter if the site is 

compliant. 

5. Save and label sites photos in electronic facility files directory. 

- Create new folder and label with inspection date (e.g. 20120218) 

- Label each photo within new folder. Number the photos so they are viewed in 

sequential order (e.g. 1_SitePhoto, 2_TankPad, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 


